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b 1843

Mr. STUPAK changed his vote from 
‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 

336, I was unable to get to vote due to inclem-
ent weather in the metro New York City area. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’. 

Stated against: 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, on rollcall numbers 335 and 336, 
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on each roll-
call vote. 

f 

b 1845

REPORT ON PROGRESS TOWARD 
ACHIEVING BENCHMARKS IN 
BOSNIA—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 106–104) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEASE) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of 
the United States; which was read and, 
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, without objection, referred to the 
Committee on International Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 7 of Public 

Law 105–174, the 1998 Supplemental Ap-
propriations and Rescissions Act, I 
transmit herewith a 6-month periodic 
report on progress made toward achiev-
ing benchmarks for a sustainable peace 
process.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 23, 1999. 

REPORTS ON NATIONAL TRAFFIC 
AND MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY 
ACT OF 1966, HIGHWAY SAFETY 
ACT AND MOTOR VEHICLE IN-
FORMATION AND COST SAVINGS 
ACT OF 1972—MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES

The Speaker pro tempore laid before 
the House the following message from 
the President of the United States; 
which was read and, together with the 
accompanying papers, without objec-
tion, referred to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure and 
the Committee on Commerce: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I transmit herewith the 1996 calendar 

year reports as prepared by the Depart-
ment of Transportation on activities 
under the National Traffic and Motor 
Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, the High-
way Safety Act, and the Motor Vehicle 
Information and Cost Savings Act of 
1972, as amended. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 26, 1999. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2587, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2000 

Mr. LINDER, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 106–263) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 260) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 2587) making appropria-
tions for the government of the Dis-
trict of Columbia and other activities 
chargeable in whole or in part against 
revenues of said District for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2000, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed.

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2605, ENERGY AND WATER 
DEVELOPMENT APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2000 

Mr. LINDER, from the Committee on 
Appropriations, submitted a privileged 
report (Rept. No. 106–264) on the resolu-
tion (H. Res. 261) providing for consid-
eration of the bill (H.R. 2605) making 
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2000, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

FAIRNESS FOR VETERANS 

(Mr. FILNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, colleagues 
I rise today in support of the action 
taken earlier today by Vice President 
AL GORE on behalf of our Nation’s vet-

erans. The Vice President has an-
nounced that the administration will 
seek an additional $1 billion fully paid 
for to ensure our Nation can continue 
to provide quality and timely health 
care for our veterans. 

America’s veterans and many Mem-
bers of Congress have been speaking 
out loudly in the past months for an 
increase in the veterans budget for fis-
cal year 2000. I am pleased and proud 
that the administration has heard our 
call.

The Vice President’s action is a vital 
step toward keeping the promise that 
was made to our veterans when they 
joined the Armed Forces and made 
their promise to serve their country. 
We will begin to meet the long-term 
care needs of our aging veterans. We 
will begin to lower the waiting times 
for our medical appointments that vet-
erans have to endure now. 

Mr. Speaker, after years of flat line 
budgets, this action is sorely needed. I 
salute this move taken by the Vice 
President this morning. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

HARD TIMES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
last Thursday I spoke on this House 
floor about the crisis facing farmers 
and ranchers. This evening, I continue 
my efforts to inform my colleagues 
about the seriousness of the issues and 
the need to act now. 

Last week, I introduced with some of 
my colleagues legislation that takes an 
important step to help producers make 
it through this period of extremely low 
prices. I encourage my colleagues to 
support H.R. 2568, the Market Loss As-
sistance Act of 1999. This straight-
forward bill provides producers an im-
mediate shot in the arm. Under this 
bill, producers would receive an addi-
tional payment equal to 75 percent of 
their current farm payment. While this 
is only one part of a solution to help 
producers, it is an important part, and 
it provides immediate assistance. We 
need to assure our farmers that relief 
is on its way. Let us begin the debate 
on disaster assistance now. 

Part of the problem is the loss of ex-
ports. In 1996, agricultural exports hit 
a record of $59.9 billion, and since then, 
agricultural exports have fallen sub-
stantially. This year, exports are pre-
dicted to be $49 billion for a loss of over 
18 percent since 1996, just 3 years ago. 

Not surprisingly, as exports have 
fallen, so has net farm income. Since 
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